
e 

Ender YORGANCILAR 
Aegean Region Chamber of lndustry 
President of the Board of Directors 

WHY IZMIR 

IS THE SHINING STAR 

OF INVESTMENT? 

As a center of production and manufacturing, Izmir and the Aegean Region have always maintained their privilege of being in a leading position in the economic and social life 
of our country. As a prominent city of the Aegean Region, Izmir is the third largest city of Turkey.  It has a large variety of sectors ranging from agriculture to tourism, from 
industry to commerce. Izmir has emerged as a front runner in Turkish industry by having the most state-of-the-art organized industrial zones, and by its value-added 
contributions to the country through exports and by increasing employment.

There is a verity of industrial sectors in Izmir based upon organic agriculture, greenhouses, geothermal greenhouses and agricultural and mineral reserves.

Furthermore, Izmir hosts many international exhibitions, fairs and expos. Izmir has opened up to the world, and the world has opened up to Izmir, with the inauguration of the 
World’s second largest Marble exhibition, Otoshow; the automotive industry exhibition,  If Wedding; Fashion exhibition and the historical, annual Izmir International Fair, which 
has been organized for 89 years.

The new fairground complex that will bring Izmir to its goal of being a city of fairs and exhibitions has been opened in 25th March 2015. The new fairground, which is based on 
330 thousand square meters of land and has 7 blocks, is 10 minutes away from the airport, 15 minutes away from the city center. A building site of this size has been the 
biggest construction project in Izmir and the complex has a 15.600 m² foyer area and 119.400.000 m² open air and closed fair plateau.

Izmir enjoys an average of 300 days of sunshine annually and 12 hours of insolation on summer days which makes it a important center of tourism. Izmir, with some of the 
most attractive coastlines of the and with the availability of many spa facilities, geothermal facilities and historical touristic locations has succeeded in being a major player in 
international tourism. 

Many multinational companies have made their investment preferences in favor of Izmir due to its manifest diversity and its advantageous geographical location, for Izmir is a 
true center of attraction for all investments that further reinforce its strategic advantages.
As the Aegean Region Chamber of Industry we are here to give our full efforts to inform you about the advantages of investing in our region and to assist you in all bilateral 
commercial relations. 

The Aegean Region Chamber of Industry will act as your road map for your investments in organized industrial zones set up by our Chamber, which enjoy fully completed 
infrastructural facilities, which are fully supplied with electricity and natural gas sources. Aegean Region Chamber of Industry will stand by you at all stages of this process and 
act as your business partner.
Why Izmir? We hereby offer you this publication in order to greatly facilitate your decision making as to where to invest and to obtain some unequivocal answers to this 
question. 
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THE AEGEAN REGION 
The Aegean Region covers some 79.149 square kilometers, equaling 10.2 per cent of Turkey. It is surrounded by the Aegean Sea, The Sea 
of Marmara, and comprises the provinces of Aydın, Uşak, Denizli, İzmir, Manisa, Muğla, Kütahya and Afyon.  13% of total population of 
Turkey, which equals to 10,7 million people, resides in this Region.

The Aegean Region is the most advantageous region in 
Turkey, with respect to its geological structure, its natural 
resources, its mineral reserves, its tectonic properties, its 
geomorphologic formation, its climate, its natural water 
resources, its commercial marine transport advantages, its 
aquaculture and sea food advantages, its natural flora, soil 
composition, and its potential for efficient use of land for 
farming and animal husbandry, its energy resources, and 
finally with respect to its cultural and historical configuration.

The total of approximately 11,2 percent of all exports, and 6 
percent of all imports are done through our region.

Our region has completely solved its infrastructural needs 
concerning a facilitative climate for investment. There exist 
49 organized industrial zones, duty-free zones allocated to 
manufacturing, newly established Zones for Technological 
Innovation, and 19 Universities, all of which provide the best 
possible conditions for technology and production.



Our region is a center of attraction for foreign investors. Approximately 14% of nationwide manufacturing is done in this region. Regional 
production and  manufacturing industries enjoy prominent position in oil and petrochemical production, farming and food processing, textile 
manufacturing, iron and steel manufacturing, automotive parts manufacturing, electrical equipment manufacturing, mechanical equipment 
manufacturing, mechanical equipment manufacturing, plastics, chemical products, tobacco, household furniture, cement, leather and 
leather products manufacturing, ceramics industry, and major-scale marble and metal production.

90% of aqua- farming of fish is carried out in the Aegean Sea. Given the meandering Aegean coastline of Turkey, conditions are very 
favorable for aqua-farming which is growing and developing rapidly as an industry and great strides have been achieved in this sector.

The region enjoys widespread practice in horticulture and 
greenhouse farming. Moreover, the region also enjoys a 
remarkable potential for renewable energy resources 
such as geothermal resources, solar energy and wind-
power resources.

Export items from the region are dominated by iron and 
steel main industry, parts and accessories for motorized 
land vehicles, textile products for clothing (except fur 
clothes) and others, isolated wire and cables, plastic 
products,  cotton and cotton yarn products, chemical 
matterials, grains and other vegetal products. Major 
import items from the region are; metals other than iron 
and steel, radio,tv and telephones, synthetic rubber and 
plastic raw materials, refined petroleum products, paper 
and paper goods.
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IZMIR 

The province of İzmir stretches some 200 kilometers in the 
north-south direction and some 180 kilometers in the east-
west direction. It covers an area of 12.012 square kilometers. 
With a population of nearly 4,4 million, İzmir is the third largest 
metropolitan city of the country. It is a coastal city which 
enjoys 300 days of sunshine annually, and has a climatic 
average of 16-17 degrees Celsius.

İzmir possesses a wide variety of highly developed economic 
assets, starting from tourism to manufacturing industry, to 
agro-industry and stretching to the mining industry. At the 
same time, İzmir is a city of international fairs and exhibitions. 
İzmir has vision for the future of becoming a brand-name city.

Having maintained its economic vitality for many centuries, 
İzmir remains the most attractive center of the region for 
industrial investments. It has rich raw material resources, 
highly qualified human resources, affinity with international 
and domestic markets, and excellent access possibilities. It is 
these strengths which have given industries the possibility to 
grow and develop in İzmir.

In İzmir, where agro-industries are particularly well developed, 
front runner industries are: tobacco, textiles, motor vehicles 
and automotive parts, machinery and machine tool, electric 
and electronic industries, agro and food processing 
industries. In İzmir, 33,3% of the population work for industry.
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POPULATION, LEVEL OF EDUCATION, 
AND EMPLOYMENT 
13% of Turkish population resides in the Aegean Region. Actively working population, above the age of 15, constitutes 80% of the regional population. 
Population density is above national averages, both on the basis of provinces, and as a region.

10 of the 19 regional universities contribute to science and arts inside the province of  İzmir.

Our region, and particularly our province, is a much preferred location due to its high level of education and its human assets, where qualified human 
resources can be employed with satisfactory remuneration. All these enable the region to provide for a quality life style. Employment is nearly 1.5 million 
people.

LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT 

In 2013, İzmir ranked 3rd, and other regional provinces such as Muğla and Denizli rank
among first 10 in the country, as assessed in studies of Level of Development carried out on 
the basis of nation’s population, literacy ratios, per capita GDP, level of urbanization, patient
ratio per hospital bed, total crime ratios versus population, and many similar data.

Given the existing level of socio-economic development the Aegean Region displays a very 
stable and even-handed structural profile. 
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TOURISM 
Anatolia (Asia Minor) displays its most breath taking views along the Aegean coastline. The Aegean Region possesses, 
according to Herodotus: “the most beautiful sky canopy and the best climate in the world”. All along the Aegean coastline, 
there are endless numbers of bays, small peninsulas, inlets and coves and golden beaches that follow each other. In this 
region where innumerable mythological events have happened one encounters countless amphitheaters, temples, agoras 
and word famous antique cities. Troy, immortalized by Homeros, Pergamum, once the capital city of a great empire and a 
major center for culture and arts, and Ephesus, where the remains of one of the seven wonders of the world, the greatest 
temple of the cult of Artemis is situated, are locations of this region which are regarded as having been sanctifies by deities.

The land of the Aegean Region have been a guiding light for the western civilization with its outstanding performance in 
philosophy, medicine, mathematics, astronomy, architecture and many other art forms. 

The historical and cultural wealth which has been handed down by our 8.500 year-old history and culture, has rendered this 
region the most developed region in Turkey. The tourism sector, which has grown as a result of an unprecedented 
composition of history and nature, continues to contribute an exceptional dynamism to the region. Bodrum( Muğla ), 
Marmaris ( Muğla ), Çeşme ( İzmir), Kuşadası ( Aydın) are vacation spots which draw the most number of tourists region-wide 
and nation-wide-during the summer season. Çeşme-Alaçatı receives intense focus as one of the spots where best wind-
surfing in the world can be enjoyed.



CRUISER VOYAGES 
The container port of İzmir in Alsancak district, which happens to be the 
biggest container port not only in İzmir but in all of Turkey, has initiated 
significant developments for cruiser tourism even though it has been 
intrupted by pandemic crises.  

HEALTH TOURISM 
One of the rising sectors of the region is health tourism. İzmir is a significant 
province with regard to health tourism. With the recognition of the 
importance of health tourism, investments in this sector are on the rise as 
well. The fact that EXPO 2020, for which İzmir was a candidate, had 
receives the theme banner  New Direction For a Healthier World and Good 
Health for Everyone indicates the importance and salience of the issue for 
İzmir, İzmir will be deploying health to the whole world by taking important 
steps in this sector. 
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BANKING AND 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
Some 48 banks are active in Turkey as of 2020. 1.474 bank branch offices serve their customers 
inside the Aegean Region. While banking services are of state-of-the-art quality in the entire Aegean 
Region, Izmir leads the way with 26 active banks and 678 bank branch offices.

THE DEVELOPMENT 

AGENCY OF IZMIR 
The Development Agency, functions to increase the corporate capacity of the governmental institutions, private 
companies, non-governmental organizations and the local governments. 

The Development Agency of Izmir develops business culture and productive cooperation and it prepares a
Regional Plan that is participative and compatible with the National Development Plan. The Agency gives technical 
and financial support to projects and activities that provides benefit to regional plans and programs.

www.izka.org.tr 

• To provide technical support to the planning studies of local authorities,

• To support the activities and projects ensuring the implementation of regional plan and  programmes; to monitor and evaluate the implementation process of activities and

projects supported within this context and to present results to the Undersecretariat of State Planning Organisation,

• To contribute into the improvement of the capacity of the region concerning the rural and local development in accordance with the regional plans and programmes and

support the projects within this extent,

• To monitor other projects implemented by public sector, private sector and non-governmental organizations in the region and considered as important in terms of regional

plan and programmes,

• To improve cooperation in between public sector, private sector and non-governmental organizations to achieve regional development objectives,

• To use or have them used the resources allocated to agency in pursuant to Article 4 (c) of this Law, in conformity with regional plan and programmes,

• To carry out researches, or to have them carried out, concerning the determination of resources and opportunities of the region, acceleration of economic and social

development and enhancement of competitiveness, and to support other researches carried out by other persons, organisations and institutions,

• To promote, or have them promoted, business and investment facilities of the region at national and international level, in close cooperation with other related institutions,

• To follow and coordinate centrally the permission and licence transactions and other administrative transactions of the investors in regional provinces within the extent of the

duties and authorities of public institutions and organisations, in order to finalise them within the time stated in the related legislation,

• To support small and medium-size enterprises and new entrepreneurs in the fields such as management, production, promotion, marketing, technology, financing,

organisation and labour force training, by ensuring cooperation with other related institutions,

• To promote activities related to bilateral or multilateral international programmes to which Turkey has participated in the region and to contribute to the development of

projects within the context of these programmes,

• To prepare a web-site to broadcast updated activities and financial structure of the agency and other matters concerning the agency.

SUPPORTING BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT IN IZMIR: www.investinizmir.com
The Investment Support Office in the Development Agency of Izmir is an ‘one stop office’ for investors who are willing 
to invest in Izmir and for increasing their competitiveness as well as introducing new markets.

The Investment Support Office offers free of charge service to do feasibility studies, completing company establishment procedures, finding available land for investment,

getting permissions and licenses, establishing communications in the targeted ecosystem. The Development Agency of Izmir offers its services in the following domains of

activity:



SHIPYARDS 
Turkey happens to be a country which is a coastal member to one of the most 

important transportation corridors of the world that is the Mediterranean Sea. On the 

other hand, the rapidly growing Black Sea markets are expected to increase our 

commercial marine traffic each and every day. 

We possess a great potential in ship building, ship maintenance and repair based on 

the advantage of being situated in a highly strategic region. Especially Aliağa is an 

important location for ship dismantling. The Aegean Region and Izmir enjoys a highly 

advantageous position with its long coastline, qualified human resources and with a 

developed shipbuilding sector. Moreover, mega yacht building is an area of 

investment open to future development.

TRANSPORTATION 
Our region enjoys an up-to-date transportation system and an 

adequate infrastructure. Izmir is connected by state-of-the-art land 

transportation lines to other provinces.

Nation’s most developed railway network is in the region. All districts

and suburbs can be reached via rail.

Air transport is carried out by means of 6 existing airports in the 

region, which sent and received 1,9 million passengers annually in 

the year of 2020. 579.000 of these passengers are in and out of 

Adnan Menderes Airport. 
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HARBORS 

ALSANCAK PORT OF IZMIR 
The largest port of the Aegean Region is the Alsancak Port of Izmir based
on its annual docking rate. It is not only the agricultural and commercial
center of the Aegean Region but with its central location in between 
Western Europe and Northern Africa it also has an important role for 
Turkish export products. With 635.000 m² of land and 25 piers it can
dock 25 ships simultaneously. İzmir port operations are achieved by
Turkish State Railways (TCDD) since 1st of January 1989.

The port has 1 million TEU container, 500.000 passenger handling 
capacity. Its turnover is 100 million dollars. In 2020  it hosted 1660 ships
and the handling in the port was 9.226.482 tons.

Alsancak Port of Izmir has highway and railway connections to Europe,
Asia and the Middle East. It has an amazing and rich agricultural and
industrial hinterland. It also has a natural protection against sea and
weather conditions. Container, general cargo, dried or liquid cargo, ro-ro 
and passenger ships are hosted.

PORT OF ALİAĞA - NEMRUT 
Port of Aliağa has 13 private piers including Ege Gübre, Nemport and Petkim. It is
open to third party companies. 

Port of Aliağa hosted 5356 ships and handled 68,946 million tons of cargo in 2020. It
has a capacity of 70 million tons of bulk cargo, container and general cargo. Bulk 

cargo items were petroleum, chemicals, fuel-oil, diesel, gas, asphalt, naphtha, metal, 

iron, copper, grains, salt etch.

PORT OF DİKİLİ 
Situated north of Izmir as well, the existing pier at the Port of Dikili has the capacity to

serve both passenger ships and bulk cargo ships. It is situated some 120 kilometers

from the center of Izmir. The 271 meter long pier of the port permits three passenger

ships to dock simultaneously.

Port of Dikili hosted 121 ships and its handling was  498.017 tons in 2020.



PORT OF ÇEŞME (IZMIR) 
The Port of Çeşme in the Izmir province is mainly used to service passenger 
ships and Ro-Ro vessels which transport TIR trucks to access European 
ports. Situated south of Izmir it is located at a distance of 70-80 kilometers 
from central Izmir. 

While there is no railroad access to the port, it is accessible by highway from 
Izmir and Aydın. Annual docking capacity is 1.060 ships, and the length of 
the pier is 480 meters. Port of Çeşme hosted 121 ships and handled 498.017 
tons of cargo in 2020 and the export from the port’s customs was 545.332
tons.

PORT OF GÜLLÜK (MUĞLA) 
The Port of Güllük which is situated near the ,borderline of the province of 
Muğla, is a port where feldspar exports are shipped. The annual capacity of 
the port, where grindstone exports are also shipped is around 1.670.000 
million tons. Conveyor Band 300 m x6=1,800mt/hour and 1 Liebherr 
LHM-150 Mobile Crate 40 tons -800 mt/hour.

The pier length is 346 meters and 4 vessels can dock at the same time. 
Water depth is 6-12 meters in short piers 12-14,5 meters in long piers. 
Therefore the port can serve ships up to 50.000dwt. 

PORT OF KUŞADASI (AYDIN) 
The Port of Kuşadası, situated within the borders of Aydın province is a touristic port where passenger ships dock. 
There exist two piers in the port which is 100 kilometers south of central Izmir. There are also many yachting marinas, 
fishing shelters, small docking and sheltering facilities around the port.

PORT OF ÇANDARLI (IZMIR) 
As the port of Alsancak began to prove inadequate to fully meet the needs of the region a new port project in Çandarlı 
has been endorsed in order to handle the container capacity in the region and to take place in the major container 
transportation lines on the Mediterranean. When the project is finished Northern Aegean Port of Çandarlı will be one of 
the first 10 of the biggest container ports of the world and the first of the Mediterranean Region.

Its pier length will be 1.200 meters and the port will be able to deck 2 or 3 third party container ships or more feeder 
type ships. Its handling capacity is planned to be 10 million TEU and will have the potential to extend its capacity to 25 
million TEU. The total area of the port planned is approximately 6.000 acres and it will be able to host 1.100 ships 
annually.
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TECHNOLOGY 

DEVELOPMENT 

ZONES 

As of the present, there exist 87 technology development zones 73 active 14 not active in Turkey which 

export abroad high technology products. Four of such technology development zones are situated in our 

region. 

lzmir Technology Development Zone teknoparkizmir.com.tr 

İzmir Technology Development Zone covers 218.4 hectares of main area and 6.4 hectares of additional

area. Its outdoor infrastructure has been prepared and is ready to be rented to investor companies. As of

today there are 175 firms in the İzmir Technology Development Zone in which about 1100 people are

employed.

The following sectors will be given priority to establish themselves in the zone, given the present state of 

industrial structure in the Aegean Region, and with a view for future developments: 

a) Electronics and telecommunication ;
b) Software generation ;
c) Medical supplies ;
d) Pharmaceuticals and special chemicals ;
e) Automotive and machine manufacturing ;
f) Food industry ;
g) Textile, ready wear and apparel manufacturing.

Companies located in The Zones are allowed to employ foreigners as directors and as qualifies Research 

and Development staff based on Fundamental Law Concerning Direct Foreign Investment.

Public institutes and university personnel can work part time or full time in the Zones as a researcher with 

their employer’s allowance.

University lecturers can establish, direct or be a partner to the companies in the Zones in order to 

commercialize their research results with the Universities ‘Board of Directors’ allowance.

In the Zones income gained from software and the Research and Development activities are exclusively

exempted from paying income and corporation tax until 31.12.2023 also the researchers’, software editors’
and R&D personnel’s wages are exempt from all taxes. According to 4691st Technological Development

Zones Law, as long as they are exempt from income and corporation tax, all the entrepreneurs in the zones 

are also exempt from the Added Value Tax exclusively for the systems, information management 

applications, sectorial, internet, and mobile and military commanded control application software developed 

in the Zones.

Apart from all the advantages provided by the 4691st law, there is the 5746th Law of Supporting research 

and Development Activities which allows Zones’ companies to pay half of social security premium of their

employees whose salary is exempt from income tax and the other half is paid from the fund allowed by the 

Ministry of Finance for 5 years. 



Dokuz Eylül University Technology Development Zone (DEPARK) www.depark.com 

Dokuz Eylül Univercity Technology Development Zone is located at two different campuses in 

Tınaztepe and in Inciraltı. In the Tınaztepe Campus there are firms that work on software, 

informatics, electronics, sophisticated material technologies, design, nanotechnology, automotive, 

renewable energy. In the Inciraltı Campus of DEPARK the main theme is health and it is the first 

technopark in Turkey specialized in this field. 

DEPARK adopts an integrative perspective on high tech products producing efficient economic 

and social benefits. In DEPARK, entrepreneur candidates from different disciplines and sectors 

are accomplishing international success by transforming idea incubators into products.

lzmir Bilimpark 
lzmir Science and Technology Park Technology Development Zone 
www.izmirbilimpark.com.tr 

İzmir Bilimpark was established under the leadership of İzmir Economy University and İzmir Chamber

of Commerce. It is a Technology Development Zone that will enable young entrepreneurs and 

companies to realize their R & D and innovation activities by taking advantage of many incentives 

and advantages. 

It was established on January 30th , 2013 with 16 partners. It has a mission such as facilitating and 

accelerating the transition of ideas of high technology products and software from idea perspective 

to production perspective and therefore creating a strong entrepreneur-investor-industrial network.

EGE Technopark - Aegean Technology Development Zone teknoparkege.com 

Ege Technopark, plans to carry on its activities primarily in the context of "Life Sciences and 

Health" based on search meetings held by it’s national and international stakeholders at the

establishment process in 2014. It has begun it’s land assignment in 1st January 2015 to

enterpeneur companies.  It belongs solely to the Ege Univesity Rectorate. 

Established as the fourth Technology Development Zone of İzmir, Ege Teknopark aims to increase

the R & D and innovation potential of the Region by working in cooperation with other 

stakeholders, especially life sciences and healthcare. It aims to increase the manufacturing of 

products with high added value and increase qualified employment.

Ege Technopark consists of 2 different areas occuping 50.000m2 of land. 
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FREE ZONES 
THE AEGEAN FREE ZONE www.esbas.com.tr 
The Aegean Free zone is founded on 1990 on some 2.2 million square meters 
of land in the Gaziemir district of İzmir. Apart from all of the infrastructural and
structural investments in the zone, energy, water, telecommunications, 
municipality related service, transportation, porterage, catering, utilities are 
also under control of ESBAŞ. 

Aegean Free Zone is at 4 km. distance to Adnan Menderes Airport, 12km. 
distance to the Alsancak Port of İzmir and at 1 km distance to the highway. A
total of 167 companies are active in this zone, 70 of which are foreign 
investments. Volume of trade generated in this zone in 2020 has amounted to 
3,8 billion dollars and the total volume of trade generated since the inception 
of the zone amount to 82,8 billion dollars. Some 20.720  individuals are 
employed inside this free zone. Aegean Free Zone has 1/3rd of the total 
employment and investment in the 18 free zones throughout Turkey.  

Companies active inside free zones enjoy the following:

• Producer and manufacturer are not liable to pay any corporate taxes for
incomes generated by their activities inside the free zones,

• Producer and exporter are not liable to pay income taxes for the personnel
they employ inside the free zones,

• Goods imported into the free zones from abroad are not subject to any
customs taxes,

• It is possible to keep stocks inside the free zone and import goods into Turkey
as demand justifies, by just paying customs taxes and/or VAT.

• Since all sales from inland count as exports, companies which reside inside
the free zones may buy goods and products from the free zone without paying
VAT since such sales are regarded as exports.

• Companies active inside the free zone are less affected by national inflation
rates since they are limited to transacting in foreign currency

• Bureaucratic red tape is minimal

IZMIR FREE ZONE www.izbas.net 
İzmir Free Zone, which is activating in Free Zone status since 1997, is located in
Menemen- İzmir in 1,620,000 m2 area. A total of 173 companies are active in
this zone, 14 of which are foreign investments and 11 of them foreign and 
Turkish co-partnered. 5000 people are employed within The Zone which hosts 
companies from Chemical, Leather, Food, and Machinery, electric- electronics, 
and furniture and textile sectors. The zone is suitable and aims to host all 
sectors, besides the wastewater treatment plants are highly advantageous for 
chemical and leather sectors. The zone also serves as Leather Specialized 
Customhouse.

lzmir Free Zone is; 26 km. to 
Aliağa Port, 60km. to Çandarlı Port 
which is under construction, 40 km. 
to lzmir Port, 45 km. to the Center of 
lzmir, 11 km. to lzmir-Çanakkale Main 
Road, 55 km. to the Adnan Menderes 
Airport, 20 km. to Foça. 

Advantages of lnvesting in lzmir Free Zone; 

• İzmir Free Zone by being near to 3 sea ports of İzmirhas a perfect location
advantage for transportation.

• Investors may buy or rent Favorable priced registered of with / without constructed
buildings in İzmir Free Zone.

• Investor in İzmir Free Zone can sell or attorn their investment with the Permission of
General Directorate of Free Zones

• Well-priced warehouses are present for renting in İzmir Free Zone.
• Wastewater Treatment Plant with 9.000 m3 / day capacity is a great advantage for

all sectors.
• Opportunity to benefit from Tax Advantage for Manufacturer Users ; 100 %

Corporation Tax, VAT, RUSF,  Stamp Duty, Free Tax and Customs Duty exemption.
• Free Capital and profit Transfer,
• Easy Access to EU Countries
• Access to Domestic and Foreign Markets
• Opportunity for free profit and capital transfer
• Commercial activity free from the Customs Duty procedure
• Opportunity to provide free circulation documents required by the EU and the

Customs Union Criteria,
• Storage of goods imported from abroad without time restriction
• Suitable infrastructure services for all commercial and industrial activities
• When compared to the internal market, facilities for providing services at favorable

prices (electricity / water / natural gas, etc.) are offered.



ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 

RESOURCES OF THE REGION 
Izmir has the potential to convert solar energy to fuel with 300 days of sunshine annually and enjoys 
strong winds which are capable of generating electricity. These new energy resources are being 
increasingly employed and have become favorite choices for new investors. 

WIND ENERGY 

İzmir is the key actor in the Wind Energy Sector as it is the first city in Turkey to establish a wind
power plant.  In 2020 the region’s wind power capacity has a high percentage of 18 % in the total
wind power sector of Turkey. Izmir has reached 1.798 MW established wind power plant capacity in 
the last ten years. It also has a total of 12000 MW potential in wind power renewable energy sector 
and when the projects under construction are completed it will reach the capacity of 302 MWm 
wind power production.  

Based on 2020 statistics 31,9% of wind power plants are in the Aegean Region. This equals to 389 MW power. 10,8 % of licensed power plants are in the 
Aegean Region with the capacity of 48 MWm.

The first wind power plants of Turkey were established in 1998 in Çeşme (Izmir). Also Izmir was the first city in Turkey to have a wind power tribune wing factory in 
2002, and the second factory in 2008 and also a factory producing steel towers was established in 2011. All these figures point out that Izmir with its high wind 
power potential pays importance to similar investments. The total number of projects accepted and the percentage throughout the nation verify this statement.

SOLAR ENERGY 

With its geographic location, Turkey has quite an advantageous location in solar energy. Turkey’s average annual total sun time is 2.640 hours (total of 7.2 

hours per day) and the average total radiation intensity is 1311 kWh/m²-year (daily total 3.6 kWh/m²). ıts solar energy potential is estimated as 380 billion 

kWh/year.

Izmir’s daily total sun time is 8.2 hours which is above the national average. In this sense, there is a need in terms of new investments and investors in solar 

energy sector.

GEOTHERMALENERGY 

Izmir is the richest district of the Aegean Region and of Turkey based on geothermal reserves. Balçova leading the way Narlıdere, Seferihisar, Çeşme, Dikili, 
Bergama, Aliağa and Bayındır are important geothermal sites.

The reserves in Balçova and Narlıdere have the potential that is estimated to heat 100.000 houses in the future.
Only 60% of the potential reserves are in active use in Izmir and the energy used in central heating is 59%, in greenhouse heating 36% and in thermal tourism 
5% of the total. Current electrical production capacity cannot be evaluated yet.
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WHY 

IZMIR? 

• Along with Dikili Geothermal Greenhousing AOIZ (Agricultural Based Organized Industrial Zone) officially founded by the end of 2019, initializing process of

two more AIOZs are being carried over. Those are Kinik AIOZ (for seeds, seedling, medicinal and aromatic plants etc.) and Bayindir Greenhousing AIOZ (for

horticulture);

• 13 Organized Industrial Zones, 2 Free Zones and Technological Development Zones.

• High standard in production culture and commercial ethics.

• Ample availability of alternative and renewable energy sources.

• Facility in obtaining licenses and permits for investment.

• Ranking second after Istanbul as the biggest industrial city of Turkey.

• Facility in procuring all that is needed for investment and production.

• The support extended by the Izmir Development Agency.

• Among the first 3 in the Competitiveness Index.

• In 2020 25 and in 2021 10 different sectorial fairs, more than 5000 firms investing in 64 different industrial sectors.

• A province that has high cultural quality and a rate of 85 % urbanization.

• A province that enjoys young human resources with good training, where one can easily employ highly qualified labor, foremen, engineers and managers.

• 10 universities 6 of which are state and 4 foundation owned.

• Wages and living costs that are 20-25% less expensive than Istanbul.

• A state-of-the-art city that enjoys highest quality of health and educational services.

• A city that offers 300 days of sunshine, a moderate climate and a colorful social life.

• With the population of 1,5 million people and 25 trillion dolars GNP it has 8 trillion

dolars trade volume.

• Izmir- Istanbul and Izmir – Ankara bullet train projects that will provide

railways connecting to the Organized Industrial Zones in the near future.

• Its status as one of the most important port cities of the Mediterranean historically

and at the present and its dominant position as a container export center

• Advantages of a highly developed travel and transportation facilities inside the city.



Food and Food processing Industry, Textile Industry, Chemical Industry,

Metal and Casting Industry, Automotive Industry, Machine and Machine

Tools Industry, Construction Industry, Mining Industry, Woodworks and

Furniture Industry Sectors are leading the way in the Region.

Izmir Development Agency determined priority to the following sectors

based on density of employment:

• Informatics

• Biomedical Industry

• Renewable energy (Wind, solar, geothermal and biomass energy) and

environmental technologies.

• Aerospace and defense industry

MAJOR SECTORS OF 

THE REGION 
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AEGEAN REGION CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY 
Established in 1954, the Aegean Region Chamber of Industry, with 

its 5000 active members in 64 different sectors, leads the way in 

industrial development activities, strengthens the dialogue between 

the government and industrialists, and presents beneficial ideas and 

suggestions to the public and authorities to help the implemented 

economic policies.

Aegean Chamber of Industry (EBSO) is working with the mission of 

developing services and solutions for its members in order to 

increase their competitiveness in international and national markets 

with a service mentality that is solution oriented, visible, accountable 

and is open to change and improvement.

Aegean Chamber of Industry which is one of the long established 

organizations of Turkey has done many sensational projects. Being 

one of the first industrial organizations after the foundation of the 

Turkish Republic it was the pioneer Chamber to initiate university-

industry collaboration. EBSO took part in the establishment of the 

first techno park in Turkey as well as in the creation of organized 

industrial zones. In 1995, EBSO was the first among the equivalent 

organizations in Turkey and in Europe to receive the ISO 9000 

quality management system certification. Also EBSO was the 

leader to receive Internationally Accredited Chamber Certificate. 

EBSO constantly develops its service quality and directs its 

activities in accordance with the Strategical Plan which determines 

its mission and vision. EBSO, registered its brand name; it owns TSE 

EN ISO 9001:2008 QMS Certificate, the “A” Level Internationally

Accredited Chamber Certificate, TS 10002 Customer Satisfaction 

Management System Certificate, ISO 27001 Information Security 

Management System Certificate and ISO 45001:2018 Occupational 

Health and Safety System Certificate . EBSO received the KalDer 

Aegean Region Quality Achievement Award in Public Sector and in 

KalDer &TUSIAD 21. 

Quality Congress it received “Competence in Excellence 4 Star

Certificate”. EBSO approved its sustainable success by receiving

the National Excellence Award in 2014. 

In 2018, Aegean Region Chamber of Industry was selected as the 

"Best Chamber" by the Confederation of Asian-Pacific Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (CACCI), formed by 28 countries and 

became the first Chamber from Turkey to receive this award.

OUR MISSION 

Our mission is to create value by providing certification, initiative and 

informing, training, research and trade promotion services to our 

members with the perception of perfectness and to contribute to the 

sustainability of the industry with our stakeholders.

OURVISION 

To be the first solution partner in the globalization of our industry 

and to maintain our position as the leading chamber of industry.

OUR STRATEGICAL AIM 

To provide services to be taken as a reference on an innovative and 

national scale to our members with the perception of cooperation.

OUR STRATEGIES 

• To provide services to increase the competitiveness of the Izmir

industry

• To increase the customer loyalty by developing our services and

relationships

• To promote sustainable development and to mold public opinion

• To increase the employee satisfaction by improving human

resources processes

• To activate corporate performance by improving the management

systems.

www.ebso.org.tr 



LEGISLATION ABOUT 

FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
The new investment incentives scheme is specifically designed to 

encourage investments with the potential to reduce dependency on the 

importation of intermediate goods vital to the country’s strategic sectors.

Amongst the primary objectives of the new investment incentives scheme 

are to; reduce the current account deficit; boost investment support to 

lesser developed regions; increase the level of support instruments; 

promote clustering activities, and to support investments that will create 

the transfer of technology.

REGIONAL INVESTMENT INCENTIVES SCHEME iN IZMIR 

Regional Investment Incentives Scheme in Izmir

In Izmir the regional investment incentives scheme is appied as; minimum 

amount of fixed investment starts from 1 million TL and the investment 

amount is determined seperately for each supported sector.

INCENTIVE MEASURES 

VAT Exemplion 

Customs Duty Exemption 

Rate of Contribulion 
Corporation T ax to lnvestment (%) 
Reduclion 

Tax Reduction 

Social Security Premium Support (Employer's Share)' 

Land Allocation 

Local Loans 
lnterest Support 

Foreign Exchange 
denominated loans 

Social Security Premium 

\(ncome Tax Withholding Support 

1 

-" 

OUT OF oız I WITHIN oız

✓ ✓ 

✓ ✓ 

15% 20% 

50% 55% 

2YEARS 3 YEARS 

✓ ✓ 

-

-

-

-

* Employee's share of the social security premium can not exceed 15% of the total

investment within 012 and 10% outside 012.

SECTORS SUPPORTED BY THE MEASURES OF THE REGIONAL 

SCALE INVESTMENT INCENTIVE SCHEME 

SECT0RS 
I 

MiNiMUM FIXED 

INVESlMENT AMOUNT 

lntegrateci livestock investments incluciing integrateci breeciing investments 
(excluciing investments not suiteci to minimum capacity conciitions defineci in footnote 1 )' 

Aquaculture (including ticiciler and caviar prociuction) 

Fooci prociucts anci beverages prociuction (excluding investment fielcis defineci in 
footnote 2)" 

Tex1ile products 

Manufacture of clothing 

Manufacture of luggage, hancibag, leather crafts, shoes ete. 
Manufacture of wood prociucts and cork products (excluding furniture), rnanufacture 
of straw and similar woven products 
Manufacture of paper and paper products 

Manufacture of chemicals and chemical products 

Manufacture of sanitary products made of ceramic, ceramic insulation materials, 
ceramic tile and pavement stone 
Base metal industry (other than iron-steel industry), metal casting inciustry 

Manufacture of machinery anci equipments 

Manufacture of office, accounting and computing machinery 

Manufacture of electrical machines anci devices 

Manufacture of radio, television, communication equipment anci apparatus 

Manufacture of medical instruments precision and optical instruments 

Motor land vehicles and components industry 

Aircrafts and their maintanance of their engines 

Motorcycle and bicycle prociuction 

Furniture manufacture (excluding those made only from metal and plastics ) musical 
instruments production, sports equipment productuon, toy and game equipment 
production, pen production, baby cars and chilciren toy vehicles anci their parts. 

Hotels 

Dormitories 

Cold storage services 

Licensed warehousing 

Education services (incluciing preschool education services, excluciing adult 
education and other education services) 
Hospital investments, nursing home 

Waste recycling or disposal facilities 

Greenhousing 

1 MillionTL 

1 MillionTL 

2MillionTL 
Complete new 
investment far textile 
finishhıg 1 O Million 1L. 
for expansive investments 
5 Milnon TL and far other 
investments 2 MUlion TL. 
Far irıvestments other than 
textile finishing 2 Million lL 
Expenditure investments 
ovar 2 MUlion TL 

1 MillionTL 

4MillionTL 

10 MillionTL 

4MillionTL 

4MillionTL 

4 MillionTL 

4 MillionTL 

1 MillionTL 

4 MillionTL 

1 MillionTL 

1 MillionTL 

lnvestment amount is 
TRY 50 Million in motor 
land vehicles and TRY 4 
Million in motor vehicles 
components 

1 MillionTL 

4 MillionTL 

4 MillionTL 

3 stars ve above 

1 00 students 

1.000 m2 

2MillionTL 

1 MillionTL 

Hospital 1 Million 
Nursng Hoını: 100 people 

1 MillionTL 

40 decares 
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LARGE-SCALE INVESTMENT INCENTIVES SCHEME 

The minimum fixed investment amount is defineci separately for each sector. 

The lowest amount is 50 million TL. 

INCENTIVE MEASURES _ _ _ _ _ _ __ I_ZM_IR _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 
OUT OF oız I WITHIN oız 

VAT Exemplion ✓ ✓ 

Customs Duty Exemption ✓ ✓ 

Rate of Contribution 25% 30% 

Corporation Tax 
to lnvestment (%) 

Reduction Tax Reduction 50% 55% 

Social Security Premium Support (Employer's Share)' 2 YEARS 3YEARS 

Land Allocation ✓ ✓ 

Local Loans 
-

lnterest Support 
Foreign Exchange -

denominated loans 

Social Security Premium -

lncome Tax Withholding Support -

* Employee's share of the social security premium can not exceed 5% of the total
investment within 012 and 3% outside 012.
MEDIUM-HIGH TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTION INVESTMENTS INCENTIVES 

SCHEME 

The minimum amount of fixed investment on the production of specific products 

in lzmir is TL 1 Million within the scope of medium and high technology product 

production incentives. These investments will be eligible to benefit from the "41h 

Zone" incentives for the production of these products. 

INCENTIVE MEASURES 
1 

IZMIR 

VAT Exemption ✓ 

Customs Duty Exemption ✓ 

Rate of Contribution 30% 

Corporation T ax 
to lnvestment (%) 

Reduction T ax Reduction 70% 

Social Security Premium Support (Employer's Share)' 6YEARS 

Land Allocalion ✓ 

Local Loans 4 POINTS 

lnterest Support .. 
Foreign Exchange 1 POINT 
denominated loans 

Social Security Premium 
-

lncome Tax Withholding Support -

* Employee's share of the social security premium can not exceed 25% of the total investment
"* Depending on the amount of loan, support cannot exceed 70% of the total investment amount. 
The interest support cannot exceed 1.200.000 TL. 

MEDIUM - HIGH TECHNOLOGY PRODUCTION INVESTMENTS THAT 

CAN BENEFIT FROM THE REGION 4 INCENTIVE 

US-97 Code I PR0DUCT NAME 

24 (except 
2423) 

29 

3110 

3120 

3140.0.03 

3140.0.05 

3190 

34 

352 

3591 

3592.2 

Manufacture of chemıcals and ıts products (except manufacturing of chemical and herbal 
products used in pharmaceuticals/pharmacy and medicine) 

Manufacturing of machinery and equipment 

Manufacturing of electrical engines, jenerators and transformators 

Manufacturing of power distrubition and control devices 

Lead-acid accumulators far starter-piston engines 

Nickel-cadmium, nickel-iron and other electrical accumulators 

Manufacture of not classified elsewhere (NCE) electrical equipment 

Manufacture of motorized land vehicles 

Manufacture of railroad and trolley engines and cars 

Manufacture of motorcycles 

Manufacture of vehicles far the disabled 

PRIORITY INVESTMENTS INCENTIVES SCHEME 

According to the needs of our country, investments made in the specific fields 

are identified as priority investments and are provided with Zone 5 support 

even if conducted in Zones 1. 2. 3. and 4. 

Priority invesment incentive scheme is applied as; minimum amount of fixed 

investment starts from 1 million TL and the investment amount is determined 

seperately for each supported sector. 

INCENTIVE MEASURES 
1 

IZMIR 

VAT Exemption ✓ 

Customs Duty Exemplion ✓ 

Rate of Contribution 40% 

Corporation T ax 
to lnvestment (%) 

Reduction Tax Reduction 80% 

Social Security Premium Support (Employer's Share)' 7YEARS 

Land Allocation ✓ 

Local Loans 5 POINTS 

lnterest Support .. 
Foreign Exchange 2 POINTS 
denominated loans 

Social Security Premium -

lncome Tax Withholding Support -

* Employee's share of the social security premium can not exceed 35% of the total investment
** Depending on the amount of loan, support cannot exceed 70% of the total investment amount.
The interest support cannot exceed 1.400.000 TL.

Production of Chemical Materials and Products (Except production of chemical and herbal products used in
pharmaceutics and medicine)

Manufacture of Machinery and Equipment Manufacture of 

Electrical Machinery and Equipment

Manufacture of Motor Land Vehicles

Manufacture of Railway and Tramway Locomotives and Wagons

Manufacture of TransportationVehicles

24 (except2423) Production of Chemical Materials and Products (Except production of chemical and herbal products used in
pharmaceutics and medicine)

29

31

Manufacture of Machinery and Equipment Manufacture of 

Electrical Machinery and Equipment

34 Manufacture of Motor Land Vehicles

352 Manufacture of Railway and Tramway Locomotives and Wagons

359 Manufacture of TransportationVehicles

*Please review the document in Annex-1 for detailed information about the supports and conditions for benefiting from
them.

**For the investments to be made in the manufacturing industry by the end of 2022, the corporate tax

reduction support  will be applied by adding 15 points to the rate currently applied.
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STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS INCENTIVES SCHEME 

lnvestments regarding manufacturing of high import dependent 

intermediate goods or products are supported in the scope 
of strategic investments incentive applications. The investments 
must comply with the following criteria: 

• Minimum fixed investment amount tor strategic investments
is 50 Million TL.

• Total domestic production capacity regarding the product
subject to investment must be less that import,

• Minimum added-value to be provided with investment must
be 40%. (with exception of refinery and petrochemical

investment),

• Total import value of the product to be manufactured must
be at least 50 Million USD tor the last year (with exception of

products not manufactured domestically)

INCENTIVE MEASURES 
1 

IZMIR 

VAT Exemplion ✓ 

Customs Duty Exemption ✓ 

Rate of Contribution 50% 

Corporation T ax 
to lnvestment (%) 

Reduction T ax Reduction 90% 

Social Security Premium Support (Employer's Share)' ?YEARS 

Land Allocation ✓ 

Local Loans 8  POINTS 

lnterest Support .. 
Foreign Exchange 2 POINTS 
denominated loans 

Social Security Premium -

lncome Tax Withholding Support -

VAT Return YES (Only for investments 

'--
500 millon TL and above) 

*Employee's share of the social security premium can not exceed 15%

of the total investment

For further information on investment incentives, you can apply to the General Directorate of lncentive lmplementation and Foreign lnvestments. 



ORGANIZED INDUSTRIAL 

ZONES 

e 
Organized industrial zones model is defined as; instead of undertaking individually and redundantly, investors 

are offered collectively all infrastructural necessities built by the corporate entity of the organized industrial 

zone administration, such as energy supplies, natural gas supplies, solid waste elimination facilities and water 

purification systems in a centralized fashion.

In these zones, land lots with fully completed infrastructure are sold to investors with moderate pricing and 

medium term installment payment.

Organized industrial zones administrations also offer telecommunication solution, health services solutions, 

fire prevention and fire department solution, and many similar services. Incentive measures that are current for 

entire Turkey are also valid and applicable for organized ındustrial zones. Organized ındustrial zones 

investment benefit from the measures one level less than the region they are located in therefore an 

organized industrial zone in İzmir benefits from second region investment promotion. 

Investment made in Organized Industrial Zones develops into front line state-of-the-art technologies which 

are highly competitive and which enjoy high rates of export orientation. There are 13 Organized Industrial 

Zones in İzmir, 10 of which enjoy Aegean Region Chamber of Industry is the cofounder.
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT 

ORGANIZED INDUSTRIAL ZONES iN IZMIR 

1 

mR OF 

1 1 1 1 

TOTAL 

1 

INC��ION PRESENT PRIMARY FOCUS OF AREA CURRENT NAME OF THE ZONE FOUNDERS STATUS ACTIVITIES (m2) EMPLOYMENT 
PROGRAM 

lzmir Atatürk oız 1976 EBSO Active 
Machinery, Plastics, Food 

Products, Textile and 6.239.756 35.000 
www.iaosb.org.tr Ready Made Wear 

EBSO, lzmir Provincial Chemistry, Food, Machinery, 
Administration, Automotive, Electric and 

lzmir Kemalpaşa oız
1991 

Municipality of lzmir, Active Electronics, lron and Steel, 13.178.489 26.800 www.kosbi.org.tr Municipality of Kemalpaşa Construction Materials, Marble, 
Ceramic, Plastics, 
Packaging, Paper 

Tire OIZ EBSO, lzmir Provincial Food Products, Construction 
1993 Administration, Municipality Active Materials, Textile, Packaging, 4.063.093 2.352 

www.tosbi.org.tr 
of Tire Agricultural Machinery 

EBSO, lzmir Provincial Chemistry, Casting, Metallurgy, 1997 Administration, Aliağa Active 9.195.602 2.137 
Aliağa Chemisrty SpecializedOIZ 

www.alosbi.org.tr 
Chamber of Commerce Machinery, Automotive, Rolling Mill 

Kınık oız
1997 

EBSO, lzmir Provincial 
Active Suitable for all sectors 

+90 232 687 10 12
Administration, 726.452 400 

Municipality of Kınık 

EBSO, lzmir Provincial 
lzmir Pancar OIZ 

2002 
Administration, Wood Products, Machinery, 

1.294.538 2.750 
www.iposb.com.tr Municipality of Torbalı, Plastics, Heating and Cooling 

Torbalı Chamber of Systems 
Commerce 

ÖdemişOIZ 1995 
EBSO, lzmir Provincial Administration, 

Municipality of Kaymakçı, Ödemiş Suitable for all sectors 982.248 -
Chamber of Commerce 

BergamaOIZ 1997 
EBSO, lzmir Provincial Machinery, Metallurgy, 

www.bosbi.org.tr Administration, Bergama Food Products, Electric and 1.793.962 612 

Chamber of Commerce Electronics, Plastics, Wood Products 

Torbalı OIZ 
2004 EBSO,Torbalı Chamber of Suitable for all sectors 665.880 265 

www.torbaliosb.org. tr Commerce 

2004 
EBSO, Municipality of 

855.267 2000 Menemen, Menemen Plastics lzmir Menemen Plastic 
SpecializedOIZ 

www.impiosb.org.tr Chamber of Commerce 

DISTANCE 
TO THE 

CITY 
CENTER(Km) 

32 

28 

99 

60 

120 

44 

120 

100 

50 

35 

� 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Active 

Ready for Invesment



STATISTICS OF IZMIR 

FOR THE YEAR OF 2019-2020 

First 1 O Chapters of lzmir Exports (Million $) l 2019 l 2020
Chapter Name 

Knitted and crocheted goods and articles thereof 

1.636 1.350 Boilers, machineries and mechanical appliances, parts thereof 

919 869 

Tobacco and metarials instead of tobacco 

864 790

Edible fruits and nuts, peel of melons or citrus fruits 

887 776 

Plastic and articles thereof 

676 730 

Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling-stock, parts thereof 

675 673 

Electrical machinery and equipment, parts thereof 

635 662

Iron and steel utencils

537 580 

Paper and paperboard, articles of paper pulp of paper or of paperboard 

452 430 

\...Non knitted and crocheted goods and articles thereof

388 369 

First 1 O Chapters of lzmir lmports (Million $) l 2019 l 2020
Chapter Name 

Mineral fuels, minerals oils and product of their distillation 

897 998 Boilers, machineries and mechanical appliances, parts thereof 

789 815 Plastic and articles thereof 

563 575 

Organic chemicals 

335 414 

lron and steel 

729 415 

433 413 Paper and paperboard, articles of paper pulp of paper or of paperboard 

364 407 

Animal and vegetable fats and oils, edible fats, animal and vegetable waxes

384 384 

Electrical machinery and equipment, parts thereof 

259 341 

'"Tobacco and metarials instead of tobacco

345 309�
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Oilseeds and fruits, miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruits, industrial and medicinal plants, straw and fodder
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STATISTICS OF IZMIR 

FOR THE YEAR OF 2020 






